
Joy Over What?
1 Cor. 15:12-26’ @ CF Tucker; April 8, 2012  [EASTER]

Joy   cara  (61x in N.T. - rejoice 25x)  rejoice has idea of expressing joy.
Def.
1. the emotion of great delight or happiness caused by something exceptionally
good or satisfying; keen pleasure; elation: [ex] She felt the joy of seeing her son's
success.

2. a source or cause of keen pleasure or delight; something or someone greatly
valued or appreciated:  [ex]  The child is a pure joy.

3. the expression or display of glad feeling; festive gaiety.

4. a state of happiness or felicity and well-bering.

5.  verb to feel joy; be glad; rejoice.

   •  Like “love” the word is often seen as an emotion– only an emotion. Most
       dictionary defs. will call it that. Like love, it certainly has strong emotions
       attached to it, but is more than emotion alone.
   •  It is more than pure emotion. Like love genuine joy is something that only the
       Holy Spirit can produce in us. (Gal 5:22).
   • It’s also knowing that all is going to turn out well in the end - which in turn
      gives us a sense of well being.

Again, like love, there are nuances in the way we use it:  

 - Joy of coming to know Christ
1Pt. 1:8   Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do

not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and
glorious joy,

 - Joy of completing the will of God in trial  [completed work Heb. 1:9]
Heb. 12:2; James 1:2   Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our

faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

 - Joy in the faith and actions of other believers
1Thess 2:20   Indeed, you are our glory and joy.

 - Is a regular experience if one knows Christ.
Rom 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter eating or drinking but of
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righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

I.  The issue
This day we celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus the Christ

It’s supposed to be a time of great joy & rejoicing. But how do we get to that
point?

How do we not let our celebration of the resurrection become the same old same
old?

II. The solution

I think 1 Cor. 15 has some answers for us. We need to be reminded of the content
of our reasons for having Joy over the resurrection:

From a negative viewpoint, but positive in meaning.

If there is no Resurrection then Christ has not been raised. This has some severe
and devastating consequences:

1. Our preaching is useless -

   [illus] useless is used of an empty pot or vessel. It might have the appearance of
              having something in it, but on inspection it’s empty.

   *** remember that preaching was very costly.*** Virtually every place Paul went
    he caused no end of trouble and was regularly punished for his efforts. 2 Cor.
    11:23-28  [read]

2. Our faith is useless - there is nothing worse than to totally believe something
    and then find that it wasn’t the truth.

[ex] most who get out of cults and are convinced of evangelical faith don’t
                join or even attend a church - it’s too painful.

   *** If Christ has not been raised from the dead then what we have given
ourselves to is not true, we are living a lie– faith in something not true is truly
usless.***

3. We become false witnesses about God - If we say God raised Christ and He really
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    didn’t, then we are giving false witness about God, His Person, His work, and how
    it affects us. People would rightly conclude that we don’t know Him, much less
    about Him.

Not only that but
   *** This would mean that all the apostolic writing is false.*** Not only is it false,
          but it means that they knew it was false!  No one believes this, even enemies

 of the faith. It is not consistent with the character of the apostles.

   [illus] As I believe J.I. Packer said: “I’ll trust the writers that had their throats cut
             for what they believed.”

4. You are still in your sins - this is the real corker! The whole work of redemption
    down through the ages has been about forgiveness of sin and justification
    before God. If Christ did not rise from the dead then the whole scheme of
    redemption through His blood falls flat!

   *** Remember no resurrection no ultimate dealing with sin***

   [illus] Rom 3:24-25 - Jesus is set forth as a propitiation by his blood - but if he
                              doesn’t live again, then all that happened is that someone died.

No victory over sin and death
Would have no life to give, we would be united to his death, but not his life,

thus no eternal life
No ascension - no coronation, no exaltation to the right hand
no intercession before the Father

5. All your loved ones who were believers are “lost”

   •  The word is “perished”  – the idea of complete annihilation– annihilation of the
       soul. Not only do you die, but you no longer ever even exist.

   • We will never see our loved ones again. In fact, no resurrection would mean this
is it. No life beyond at all for anyone.

6. We are to be pitied - Xtians were being killed for their faith and refusal to follow
    the pagan Roman practice of sacrificing to Caesar and calling him “Lord”.
    Also Xtians were to be pitied because they chose a “restrained” life-style. This
    was certainly pitiable if there is nothing beyond this life which would be the case
    if Christ has not risen.

   [illus] Paul expresses this later in the chpt. when he says:
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30  And as for us, why do we endanger ourselves every hour?
31  I die every day--I mean that, brothers--just as surely as I glory

               over you in Christ Jesus our Lord.
32  If I fought wild beasts in Ephesus for merely human reasons,

               what have I gained? If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat and
               drink, for tomorrow we die.”

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those
who have fallen asleep!!!     vs.20

So . . .

1. Our preaching is true and powerful - the gospel is the power of God unto
salvation.

2. Our faith is real and efficacious. It is the means by which God applies the
work of Christ’s redemption to us.

3. We bear true witness to God. We know what He is like because we see
    Him in the person of Jesus Christ.The apostolic documents are completely
    reliable, written by men who knew Jesus and who were inspired by the
    Holy Spirit to write truth.

4. Our sins have been forgiven through the once for all sacrifice of Christ and
    we are justified freely by His grace.

5. Our loved ones are not lost as each and every believer is in the direct
    presence of Christ at the moment of their death.

6. We only appear to be ptiable. We are in fact secure in Christ no matter what
    direction the world goes. The is eternal significance to our works.


