
The Invincible Purpose of God - 2
Romans 8:31-39; CF Tucker; November 27, 2011

Review: We began looking at the invincible purpose of God last week.
Prayer, all things working for good, foreknowledge, predestined, called,

                     justified - glorified.

I.  Intro: The structure of verses 31-39

1. In these final verses of chapter 8 Paul follows up the 5 assertions about how
    God has absolutely secured our salvation with 5 unanswerable questions.

   What then shall we say to these things?  [Paul has used this question 3x in 5-8]
   He uses it to introduce some conclusion.

He says in effect,:
“In light of what I have just said, what can I say now?”
“In light of the foregoing 5 great affirmations of verses 29-30, what can we
   conclude?”

2. Paul’s answer to this question is to ask 5 questions which have no answer:

vs. 31 - If God is for us, who can be against us?
vs. 32 - he who did not spare His own son, how will he not graciously give us all
              things?
vs. 33 - who shall bring any charge against God’s elect?
vs. 34 - who is to condemn?
vs. 35 - who shall separate us from the love of Christ?

3. The apostle hurls these questions out to all comers, defiantly, triumphantly,
    challenging any creature in heaven and earth, and hell to give an answer to the
    truths that is contained in them.  But there is no answer, no one, nothing can
    harm the redeemed people of God.

II. The Five Questions

1. “If God is for us, who is against us?”
   a) Now it’s important to understand why each of the questions remains
       unanswered, and that there is an explicit or implicit “if” clause in each.
   b) If Paul had simply said, “who’s against us?”, answer is all kinds of forces are
       against us.   devil, world, flesh (sinful nature)
   c) But when you figure in the God who (foreknew - glorified) His people, then no
       person, spiritual being, force, or anything else can prevail against God.
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2. “He who did not spare his own son, but gave him up for us all, how will he not
     also with him graciously give us all things?”  Now if he had just said, “Won’t God
     give us everything”, we might hem and haw a bit. But this is a clear argument
     from the greater to the lesser. If He gave us his own son, what good thing could
     God possibly withhold?  The cross proves the generosity of God!

3. “Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect?”
    The answer, lots of things:

Our own consciences
The world - Xtians are the bad guys
The devil -  called the accuser of the brethren

   But all charges fall, no prosecution of any kind can avail, because (here’s the “if”)
   because God has justified us - and if God has justified us, no charge can stand.

4. Who is to condemn? The answer as in the other questions is lots of folks. Our
    own hearts can condemn us (1 Jn. 3:20-21). The devil again, condemns the
    people of God. We have no lack of critics who call virtually any Xtian position on
    truth “extremism”. But again, it’s all nonsense, because Christ has died for all my
    sins, has risen from the dead, and sits at the right of God as my advocate,
   interceding for me forever.
  So Paul says in verse 1 of this chapter: “There is therefore now no condemnation
   for those who in Christ Jesus.”

5. “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?”
   1) With this final question, Paul does what we have been doing. He asks the
    question and then looks around for a possible answer. He brings forward all the
    adversaries he can think of which might be thought to possibly separate us from
    the love of Christ.

• We may have to endure tribulation, distress, persecution - the pressures of
            an ungodly world.

• famine, nakedness - problems of living in a world “subjected to futility”
• sword - danger and death - even martyrdom.
• Ps. 44:22 quote to show that physical suffering is almost guaranteed.

            *** Paul shows both sides of reality here as always. The great truths of our
                  redemption are put forward, but we live in a broken world that inflicts
                  pain and death.
But the bottom line is that none of these things can separate us from the love of
Christ.

   2) In fact,  even in light of these problems we are a “hyper conquerers” - they
        cannot in any way separate from the love of Christ
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   3) Paul reaches the ultimate apex or climax of the 5 unanswerable questions in
        vs. 38-39. “I have been persuaded/convinced (perf. pass. - past action with
      continuing results.) Fixed, unshakeable conviction.  Paul came to this truth in
      the past, which can only mean that God gave it to him through revelation.

• neither the calamities of live or
• the crisis of death
• nor superhuman agencies
• nor space or time
• nor anything in the creation

  Can separate us from the love displayed in the historical death of Christ and
  applied to us by the Holy Spirit.

So What
1) gives me confidence in every circumstance that God is at work and that I will
     experience His love no matter what.

2) gives me the ability to live securely in God’s providential care– not so connected
    to the world and what it offers.

3) gives me the perspective to keep on keeping on in the process of sanctification

4) gives me the conviction to live and die knowing that God’s love will keep me
    secure.
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