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Called the Pastoral letters because they were written to young pastors learning to
oversee the church in some difficult situations.

These are the last of Paul’s epistles.

He has been under house arrest for 2 years. He was released and visited some of the
churches in Macedonia and Achaia. At some point he is rearrested and this this time
condemned to death. Tradition has him dying in Rome sometime between 67-69 ad.

It is in light of his departure that he feels the need to exhort his younger assistants, we
might even call them delegates. They are Paul’s representatives in every sense, except
they do not act or write with apostolic authority. This is a crucial time for the church
Paul has has been informed by the Spirit that false teachers will come and try to lead
the church astray.  [Timothy, Titus, Luke, Mark, Tychicus, Sosthenes]

   Act. 20:29-30  (ironically it’s the leaders of the Ephesian church that Paul is
speaking to here; the same church Timothy is trying to pastor in Paul’s letter him

         in the “Timothys”.

   1 Tim 4:1-3 the Spirit says . . . some will the faith . . .

I. The Necessity of Written Revelation

1. The church is becoming more institutional as seen in the development of Paul’s
    delegates. Direction is still coming from the apostle Paul, but is worked out through
    those who represent him.

2. We now see the development of formal church leadership in the form elders and
    deacons. Spiritual and practical qualifications are now required to be part of the
    leadership of a local church.

3. There has developed a body of revelation that is the basis  of the faith. We find this
    in various places:

   1 Tim. 1:3 - not to teach any “different” doctrine. The is some body of doctrine to
                    which Paul refers.

   2 Tim. 1:14 -  Pattern of sound words . . .Guard the good deposit: [I Tim. 6:20]
            parakatayhkhn
              key word “deposit” a trust or thing consigned to one's faithful keeping
               to be held firmly and faithfully, and to be conscientiously delivered
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                        unto others.

   Jude 3 - the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints.

4. The writings of Paul and the other apostles are seen as inspired and are meant to
    take their place along side of the O.T.

   • 2 Peter 3:16 - Paul’s letters are considered “Scriptures”
   • The Pastorals are full of fragments . . .  hymns, liturgies, sayings . . . etc. In Titus
   • The saying is trustworthy and worthy of full acceptance . . .

1 Tim 1:15
1 Tim 3:1
1 Tim 4:9 (8 first)
2 Tim 2:11
Titus 3:8  (4-7 first)

*** Paul even quotes a Cretan prophet (Poet) in Titus 1:12-13. Talk about not
      politically correct!

II. Primary themes of the letters
A. Appointing leadership is a key feature two of the three letters.
   1) This is a very important passage of the church in its development. The church is
      changing from a completely at the moment lasse faire kind of leadership, acting
      directing under the guidance of the apostle to a more formal “institutional” form of
      leadership.
   2) One of the most remarkable features of leadership selection is that those who are
      called to lead are chosen on the basis of their spiritual and personal qualifications.
      This was completely out of step with the culture of that day, as well as ours. see 1
        Tim. 3:1-13 and Titus 1:5-9.

B. Confronting false doctrine - is very clearly dealt with in all three letters:
    1) I Tim. 1:3-20 is an extended passage on dealing with false teaching.
    2) I Tim.4:1-5 
    3) 2 Tim 2:14-19
    4) 2 Tim 3:1-9
    5) 2 Tim 4:3-4
    6) Titus 1:10-16
    7) Titus 3:9-11

C. The content of the false teaching:
   1. Jewish “hangover” crap. The Jewish contingent in the churches apparently exalted
       certain aspects of the their Jewishness to be show themselves to be superior to
       the rest of the Gentile congo.



3
1) In 2 places we have references to endless genealogies.1Tim 1:4;

             Titus 3:9
2) In 4 places Paul calls what the false teachers are teaching “myths”:

    a) I Tim 1:4
    b) I Tim 4:7
    c) 2 Tim. 4:4
    d) Titus 1:14  “Jewish myths”

      [illus] In various branches of Messianic Judaism there is a roaring controversy over
               whether Jesus was kosher or not. [I think this is a classic example of myth
               and foolish controversies]

   2. Incipient Gnosticism - many of the aspect of what would become gnosticism are
       seen in much of the non-Jewish false teaching. This is seen in 2 things:

a) I Tim. 1:20 - Hymenaeus and Alexander - what are they teaching that is so 
    bad? 2 Tim. 17. Although Alexander is not mentioned in this verse and 
    Philetus is, we can deduct that all three were involved in the error of saying
    that the resurrection is already passed. Ergo: since they were already
    resurrected and living in the heavenly realms, they held that it didn’t matter
    what you did with you body. That’s why verse 19 says that anyone who is

             really a Christian must depart from evil.

*** Gnosticism was a formidable challenge to the church for 300 years. Still exists in
      the form of New Age and Christian Science.

   3. Health and Wealth Gospel - I Tim. 6:3-19; 2 Tim. 3:1-5.

III. How do we combat false teaching?

a. the Scriptures - 2 Timothy 3:14-16 [also 2:14-16]

b. prayer 1 Tim. 2:1-8

c. godly living  Titus 2:11-14
   *** This is usually the soft underbelly of the false teachers. You know when you
         are bothered by the behavior of those claiming to be teachers and leaders. Much
         of what they preach is good and faithful to the Word [though usually with
         glitches]. but their personal lives often don’t match up to what they say:

      • Bishop Eddy Long: arrogant, no accountability, living very high; questionable
moral situations.

   • T.D. Jakes - preaches the truth mostly, has many good helpful ministries, but lives
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       very high, has 4 mansions and a lifestyle consistent with that. Says that he has no
       intention of living humbly as that is not what blacks need as a role model.

   [illus] R. Lovelace (my church history professor in seminary) said repeatedly, It’s not
            just what a person believes now, but what direction his theology and life is
            headed.

d. stick to your guns - the letters are full of “preach, exhort, rebuke” that are all stick
    to you guns words. Don’t be swayed by the world’s value system which many times
    seems innocent and even good.

Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you
       do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.  1 Tim. 4:16  [NIV]


