
Main Themes

1. God’s sovereign rule over history. The promises of God made through the prophets are
    already being fulfilled in Christ and in the church. 13:33; 22:22,42; Acts 1:16-17;
    2:23; 4:28, etc.

2. The arrival and actual presence of the Kingdom of God in the person of Jesus Christ.
    However, it still awaits consummation in the blessed hope of the church. 11:2, 20;
    16:16; 17:20-21; 18:1-8; 21:27-28; 34-36; Acts 1:11.

3. The coming and indwelling of the Holy Spirit on Jesus and subsequently, the church.
    The Spirit is present from beginning to end in Luke. From the birth narratives to Jesus’
    final words before his ascension. 1:15-17; 35; 2:25-27;  3:16-17; 22; 4:1, 14, 18;
    5:17; 24:49.
    [The Spirit is present at Jesus birth, conceived by the Spirit, He is present at
     his dedication, baptism, temptation, early ministry, first sermon, and
     ascension.] - Acts of course could be called “The Acts of the Holy Spirit”

4. The Great Reversal is taking place in the world with coming of Christ and the gospel. In
    which the first are becoming last, the last first, the proud are being brought low, the
    humble are being exalted. Luke place emphasis on God’s love for the poor, tax
    collectors, outcasts, sinners, women, Samaritans, and Gentiles, Christmas shepherds, a
    prodigal son, etc. 1:48, 52-53; 6:20-26; 13:30; 14:11; 18:14.

5. Believers are to live a life of prayer and practice stewardship. Prayer is happening at
    every important juncture of Jesus’ life and ministry. [baptism, selection of the
    twelve, Peter’s confession, the transfiguration, the Lord’s prayer, Peter’s denial, the
    crucifixion, etc.

6. The danger of riches. This is a constant theme in Luke. Love of riches chokes out the
    seed of the gospel. The danger is so great that Jesus often warns about setting one’s
    heart on riches and to give generously to the poor. The woes pronounced on haughty
    rich people stand in stark contrast to the blessings pronounced on the poor and
    humble.  6:20-26; 8:14; 12:13-21; 16:10-14, 19-31; 18:22; 21:3-4, 34; (5:11;
    14:33); Acts 2:44-45; 4:32.

7. The Gentiles and the Gentile mission are front and center of God’s plan
4:16-30  [only one who records this event]
All of Acts [is a movement to the Gentile mission/ 1/2 way through we leave Peter

         and Paul and the Gentile mission takes front seat


