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My genuine hope is that you have come to a place where you see the big
picture of Scripture.  Christ

We’ve spent a year and a half trying to do that. That is, help you
understand the larger view, and flow of God’s plan of redemption.

What is that big picture?

Answer: Understanding the Scriptures from a covenantal perspective  

1.  What is a Covenant?
   a. A binding relationship - two parties thoughtfully commit themselves
      to an ongoing relationship. [ex. marriage]
   b. It’s a relationship that has structure - i.e. there are expectations of
       each of the parties. (faithfulness, shared life, agreed on
       responsibilities)
   c. A binding in blood - that is, in biblical covenants, faithlessness and
      failure to keep the covenant results in death. The relationship is not
      casual!   3 kinds of covenants - sandal - salt - blood
   d. A biblical covenant is sovereignly administered.

2. The Covenants of the Bible
   a. The covenant of creation -though the word covenant is not used in the
      creation account, the relationship between God and the 1st couple is
      definitely a covenant.

1) there is an ongoing relationship between God and Adam & Eve. We
           know from the passage in chpt. 3 that God and the couple had

    direct, face to face, fellowship each day. This is the essential
           nature of worship. [of course we see again and again that God
           being with man is the goal of redemption– viz Rev. 21-22.]

2) there are expectations - the man and the woman created in the
           image of God are his representatives on earth. Therefore, they are
           to subdue the earth, keep the garden, and procreate to fill the
           earth with others who are image bearers of the creator.

3) the failure to keep God’s word and to violate the covenant
           stipulation: don’t eat off “that” tree. brought death.

4) of course, the whole situation and Adam’s place in it is divinely
           appointed. So it is clear that the covenant of creation is
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           sovereignly appointed.
   b. The covenant of preservation - Gen 9:7-17  the covenant that God
        makes with the whole of creation. This covenant has all the
        characteristics of biblical covenants except that it is unilateral. The
        covenant of preservation includes two interesting features:

1) most the commands given to the original couple are giving
    again.
2) this covenant assures the world that though it deserves
    judgement and curse for its sinfulness, God will not destroy!!!!
    the world again over the issue of sin until the final 
    judgement.

   c. The covenant of promise - this covenant is made with Abraham and
       looks to the future in its entirety– at least as far as Abraham is
       concerned. The covenant points to the establishment of God’s people
       in Canaan and the future blessing of all nations (in Christ- all nations
       is an early vision of bringing the Gentiles into the Kingdom). This
       covenant is also unilateral– Abraham is sound asleep when it is
       enacted. Gen. 15.
   d. The covenant of Law -Ex. 20 & Deut. 6 is the most formal and has all

the features of covenants listed above. The covenant which was
enacted by Moses and has greatest number of stipulations related to
it.

   e. The covenant of Kingship - 2 Samuel 7 - God promises David an eternal
      throne. The Davidic covenant is again one that is unilateral. The
      covenant is in some sense conditional. The king represents the people
      of Israel and both the king and the people must obey God to see the
      covenant fulfilled, but of course they don’t do it, so it is a greater than
      David that must by complete obedience be the fulfillment of God’s
      ultimate king.
   f. The covenant of Consummation - Jer. 31 gives the fullest revelation
      regarding the “new” covenant. The key thought that runs throughout
      it is that the nature of the new covenant is internal rather than
      external. But this is no change of external law, but an actual change
      that must take place inside a person and change him or her internally

Additionally:
1. all the covenants build on the previous covenants– i.e. on each other.
2. Jesus, in his death on the cross suffers and fulfills all the covenant
    stipulations which were enforced against our 1st parents in their
    violation of the covenant of creation. He fulfills perfect obedience and
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    thus opens the way to the tree of life to us.
3. Jesus positively fulfills all the covenant requirements of all the previous
    covenants as inaugurates the new covenant.

Heb. 9:15  For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant,
that those who are called may receive the promised eternal
inheritance--now that he has died as a ransom to set them free
from the sins committed under the first covenant.

Heb. 12:22-24  But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly
Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have come to thousands
upon thousands of to the church of the firstborn, whose names are
written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of all men, to
the spirits of righteous men made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of
a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better
word than the blood of Abel.

Luke 22:20  In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for
you.

3. Jesus restores Immanuel - which is the goal of all redemption.

II. Hebrews Intro

1. All this feeds directly into the book of Hebrews which helps believers
    understand how all the biblical material comes together. It comes
    together in Christ.
2. People who had lived their whole lives (and for 1500 yrs.) believing and
    practicing their faith a certain are now going to have to change the
    way we believe and what they do in practice.
3. Who are these people?
   Jews for sure. (some liberal scholars try to demo that they are Gentiles)
   Maybe somewhere in the borders of Israel, maybe not. - the persecution
   is coming from Jews - against Xtian Jews. Viz Rev. 2:9; 3:9
   I think that there are at least 3 groups:

1 - Believers - stalwarts in the local church.
2 - Waverers - ready to go back, because of persecution. Maybe

believers maybe not.
3 - Unbelievers -  “hangers on”. Interested but not yet convinced; on

the fence.

All these groups, would have the same basic questions: “how do we make
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sense of the all the O.T. in light of our new faith in Christ.” The writer of
Hebrews has a single answer -  Jesus Christ!

III. Hebrews, the 1st verse

•  Christ superior in every way
•  Christ superior to the Prophets 1:1-3

1. God spoke to our fathers . . . “by the prophets but now through a son” -
    the nature of prophetic revelation - bits & pieces, incomplete
   [illus] B.F. Wescott:  “That which is communicated in parts, sections,

and fragments must of necessity be imperfect;  and so also a
representation which is made in many modes cannot be other than
provisonal. The supreme element of unity is missing in each case. But

       the revelation of Christ, the son, is perfect in both substance and in
form.”

2.  The revelation is noted to be in “long ago”, but now “in these last
     days”. What “last” days. What days is he referring to? It’s the end of
     the age. It’s equivalent to 1 Cor. 10:11. The LXX uses this designation
     specifically for the age of Messiah.

3. Both the words about the prophets of old and those about the son are
    in the aroist tense. Once for all. Completed action! God’s revelation to
    man is finished, done, complete. Contrary to what the Mormons and
    some pentecostals think, there is no new prophecy. Christ is God’s final
    word.

What for? 

1 - We live in the last days. God has given His final revelation in Christ. I
   must not neglect that revelation. I must read it, study it, live it.

2 - This should give me a new appreciation of Christ and his work on the
     cross for me. He succeeds where all man fail. The O.T. show that.

3 - should give me a new appreciation of the Lord’s Supper which is the
     sign and seal of the new covenant secured in the blood of Christ.


